Publication must be seen as an important, if not the most important, part of the research process. However, writing research papers for academic journals is not easy and is also very competitive. After producing data and generating ideas from your research, how do you write a clear and concise paper that attracts the attention of journal editors? How should you prepare a cover letter? How should you respond to reviewer reports? A Senior Publishing Editor from Springer Nature in Heidelberg, Germany shares his advice on how to effectively write and structure your paper, prepare a cover page and respond to reviewers' comments. Also, an Editor-in-Chief of a Springer journal talks about one of the most frequent routes followed on the journey through the world of scientific publishingfrom journal reader to author, reviewer and editor. He shares his experience and his strategy for developing his journal, and how he shapes the connection between the journal and its community. He also provides a clear statement of the journal's policy and how he establishes a workflow for effective and rapid peer review. Lastly, he explains why reviewing has an important role to play, and offers his top tips on breaking into the world of journals: an opportunity to understand what editors like -and what they don't!
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